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Commissioner for Patents 
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January 25,2006 



In accordance with the duty to disclose information pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, Applicants hereby 
notify the US Patent and Trademark Office of the documents which are listed on the attached Form 
PTO- 1 449 and/or listed herein and which the Examiner may deem relevant to patentability of the claims 
of the above-identified application. One copy of each of these documents is attached. 



Applicants enclose herewith a copy of corresponding foreign Office action dated December 6, 
2005 citing such documents. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any such document 
constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application. Applicants do not waive any right to 
take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a 
competent reference against the claims of the present application. 



U.S. Serial No.: 09/939,716 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being presented so that the US Patent and Trademark 
Office may determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. It is respectfully requested that 
each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement be expressly considered 
during the prosecution of this application, and that the documents listed in the attached Form PTO-1449 
be made of record therein and appear on the first page of any patent to issue therefi"om. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 01-2340 for any fee which is 
deemed by the US Patent and Trademark Office to be required to effect consideration of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 



I hereby certify that each item of information listed on the attached PTO-1449 was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
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